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Alicia Doney is from the Aaniiih and Nakoda Nations, also 
known as the Fort Belknap Reservation. She attended 

Hays/Lodgepole High school and graduated May of 2019. 
She is currently pursuing her degree in Education at 

MSU-Billings to become a history teacher. She believes 
that change comes from the youth and the youth have 
strong voices that must be included to help guide how 

schools are operating. “I want to help the youth in their 
educational journey and support their ambitions to live a 

good long healthy life. Pinamaya” 

Anna Marsicano is the coordinator for the OPI Tribal Culture 
and Connection AmeriCorps Planning Grant. She grew up in the 

state of North Carolina and went on to get her Bachelor’s in 
Economics from the University of South Carolina. Following 

graduation she served as an AmeriCorps VISTA for the Tribal 
Wraparound Project where she collaborated on issues such as 
mental health and youth empowerment. Now, Anna hopes to 

empower youth to find purpose and connection through 
opportunities to serve their own communities. She is passionate 

about bringing youth opportunities that give them purpose, 
promote a positive self-identity, and connect them to their 

families, communities and heritage. 2



Westernized School System:

English Class Math Class Science Class Social Studies

Native 
Language Class Land 

navigation, 
Universal 
time

Land based 
education, holistic 
& spiritual healing, 

agriculture

Realistic points 
of view on 

Native Americans

Our tribal youth find a place of disconnection in our 
schools. Why do we have to learn these things when it 
doesn’t help us in our communities or in our everyday 

lives? 3

Indigenous Worldview in schools:



How do we help? 
Leadership, Culture, Identity 

Try to bring culture into our activities & conferences

Connect with our knowledge keepers/ elders 

Youth conferences- teach leadership skills, build lifelong connections & 
relationships 

We can Teach our youth how to run for tribal council

We give them an opportunity to have their voices heard for once

Give them an opportunity to showcase ALL of their talents
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R.I.S.E 
Resiliency In Something Else

RISE is a virtual Youth Leadership 
Group that meets biweekly to 

engage youth in learning 
leadership, Tribal identity and 

culture

RISE was created by tribal youth 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Schools involved in RISE 2022-23
Hardin High school

Heart Butte High school

Browning High school

Sentinel High school

Big Sky High school

Poplar high school

Brockton High school

Hays/Lodgepole High school

Two Eagle River Alternative 

RISE works on 
school/community/ statewide 

initiatives.

Connects with knowledge 
keepers.

Youth hosts and plans 
meetings.

Welcomes guest speakers, 
hosts talent shows, & have 
breakout sessions so each 

school can make connections 
& Relationships
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Statewide Youth Conference 2022-2023
Theme: “RISE up, Speak out- They Did their 

part, now it’s our turn”
MSU Billings

April 4th-6th

Gala & Award Banquet

Fashion Show
3on3 Basketball Tournament

Horse painting & Tipi Lighting

Tribal Speakers
Talent Show
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CSKT Tribal Education Summit 2022
Who: Arlee, Ronan, Polson, Mission, St.Ignatius, & Two Eagle 

River Schools
Over 60+ Youth Present- We had more youth there than 

adults! 

The goal was to bring back the Flathead Youth Initiative (FYI) 
program 

The flathead youth initiative is youth led initiatives throughout 
the 7 communities on the Salish/Kootenai reservation

They are still doing their biweekly meetings & making a good 
change throughout their communities! :)
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Heart Butte High School, Great Falls High Diversity Club & Paris gibson 
High school attended 

12 youth Total! 

We hosted a youth panel with the youth in the surrounding communities 
to talk about changes in the high schools, culture/ identity being 

represented in schools (or not),  Any mental health/ well being 
hardships within the schools and how we can help lead change and help 

guide them with change as well.

Great Falls High School Forum 
2022
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“Scholarship,Fafsa, & College Resource Day”

We made a powerpoint regarding Fafsa, College resources, & scholarships that favor 
native students.

In this powerpoint it talks about how to apply for fafsa if you’re in certain situations, 
in-state colleges/ out of state colleges, tribal colleges in mt, trade schools, and how to 

apply for  higher education

We partnered with Billings Senior in 2022 Fall and 40-50 tribal youth came to watch! 
Hays/ Lodgepole reached out to present it as well, so they will be our next stop! 
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Upcoming 
events:

Eastern Regional Youth Conference

North Central Youth Conference 

Statewide Youth Conference 

Student Exchange

RISE visits to communities
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Any Questions?

Alicia Doney- TRRU’s Tribal Youth Coordinator
Alicia.Doney@mt.gov

406-672-3070 

Anna Marsicano- TRRU’s Tribal Culture & Connection AmeriCorps Planning 
Grant Coordinator 

Anna.Marsicano@mt.gov
803-487-8511
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